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SPHRJIECT
Hot Rodders and Chevrolet

The hot rod movement. and interest 11 things connected with hop-up and
speed is still growing. As an indication: the publications devoted
to hot-rodding and hep-upping of which some half-dozen have a very
large circulation and are distributed natiecnally, did not exist some

6 years ago.
'% From cover to cover, they are 211 full of Fords. This is not surprising
then that the majority of hot-rodders are eating, sleeping and dreaming
modified Fords. They know Ford parts from stem to stern better than the

Ford reople themselves.
2 A young man buying a magazire for the first time immediately becomes
vle to assume that when hot-rodders:

" introduced to Ford. It is reasona
or hot-rod influenced persons buy transportaticn, they buy Fords. As
they graduate from jalopies, to second

they progress in age and income,
hand Fords, then to new Fords,

"y Should we consider that it would be desirable to make these youths
I think that we are in a position to carry out success-

Chevrolet-minded?
ful attempt. However, there are many factors against us -

P
by

1. Loyalty and experience with Ford.

2. Hop-up industry is geared to Ferd.
3. The law of nunbers - thousands are and will be

working on Fords for active competition.
i, Appearance of Ford overhead V-8, now one year

ahead of us.

-815 appeared, there were remarkably few
successful. Also, the appearance

When a superior line of G.M. V
ance even though the successes of

attempts to develop these and none too
of the V-8 Chrysler was met with reluct
Ardun-Fords conditioned them to zcceptance of Firepover.

This year is the first one in which isolated Chrysler developments met
with success. The Bonneville records are divided between Ardun-Focrds and

Chryslers.
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In the non acceptznce of G.M. v-8!s, and very slow beginning of zcceptance
of Chryslers, cost must have played a part.

Like &1] people, hot-rodders are attracted by novelty. However, bitter
experience tzught them that new development is costly snd long and therefore
are cxlromely cancervative. From my observetion, it tskes an advanced

rs to stumble toward ihe successiul developnment.

hot-rodder scme ihres yea
this state in 1955-1957.

of a new design. OCverhead Fords will be in
The slide rule potential of our RFO V-8 engine is extremely high but to
let things run their natural course will put us oue year behind and tken
not too many will pick up Chevrolet for deve
It seems that unless by some action the odds and the time factor are not
overcome, rord will continue to dominate thke thinking of this group. ©n=z
factor which can largely overcome thelandicap would, be_the availzbility
of ready engineered parts for high output.
If the use of the Chevrolet engine will be made easy and the very first
attemnts will be crowned with success, the appeal of the new will take
hold znd not having the stigma of expensiveness like the Cadillac or
Chrvsler, a swing to Chevrolet may be_anticipated. This mezns the develop-
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ich will be made availesble to thz public.

lopment.

ment of a range of
pistons =nd suck wh
b e T
The association of Zhevrolet with hot rods, speeds and such 15 probably
inadmissible. i possibly the existence of the Corvette provides lre
loop hole. I the epecial parts are corried as i&F0 items for the Corvatle,
they undeuktedly will be recognized by the hot rodders as the very parts

they were locking for to hop up the Chevy.

; desirable or not to associate the Corvette with spead, I anm noi
cualified to say, but I do know that in 195L, sperts car enthusiasts will
zot hold of forveties and whether we like it or not, will race it. iost
t stemenl from this group is "we will put a Cadillac in it*".
and I think this is not good! iost likely they will

e - that is, breaking sooner or later, mostly

1 and road wheels.

If it is

frejquent s
They ere going to,
meet with rfllard troubl
sooner, everything between the flywhee

if unaided, they will be still outclassed. The
r competition stliracts
o their number. Since
better to

In 1985, with V-8 ergine,
nazligible number of cars purchased fo
publicity out of proportion t

narket-wise
e people from racing Corvettes, maybe it is

public =ztteniion and
we cannot prevent th
help them to do a good job at it.
moy mzke good in this field, the RPO perts must pertain not only tc the

tngineering-wise, develepmert

enrine but to the chassis components as well.
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of these RED items, as far as the chrssis concernad, does not fall out
of line with some of the planned activity of our group. Use of light
alloys, brazhe development - composit ¢ drums, disc and such - are on the
agenda of the Rescarch and Developme :t group already.

ts T stated asbova, V-8 RPC engine Las a hkigh power potential - it is hard
to bezt inches, but having only §0% of cubic inches, it has 967 of uguare
inches of piston area of the Cadillz:. In my estimation, the power
output comparzble to the Cadillac c:za be obtained not exceeding 270 ft.lb.
of torjue 2l eny peint. (323 ft.lb. of Cadillac)i The task oi making
power train rzliabls is therefore e: sier. '

The thoughts are oifeved for what tl.ey ere worth - one man's thinking
2loud on the subject.

s M"Wf/_

7. Arkus-Duntov

ZAD:hs
f Cadillac

B

-~

The comparison pertains to a spe cial type o




